Synchronous benign epithelial tumors arising in the palatal minor salivary gland. First report of an unusual minor salivary gland lesion.
A review of the literature shows that unilateral benign salivary gland tumors of different histologic types in a single gland are so rare as to be curiosities, and all of such reported tumors have arisen in the parotid gland. The present paper reports a case of synchronous benign epithelial tumors of different histologic type arising in the palatal minor salivary gland of a 57-year-old woman who had first noted palatal swelling about 20 years previously. Pathologically, the lesion was composed of two distinct tumors, pleomorphic adenoma and lumenless trabecular adenoma, which were sharply demarcated from each other by a thin layer of fibrous connective tissue. Foci of tumor cells with cellular atypia were seen in some areas of the pleomorphic adenoma. The present case is thought to represent a previously undescribed component within the spectrum of minor salivary gland tumors.